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As we are into the 5th year of our work,  we would like to reflect on the
thousands of life changing stories that ABMSS has made possible by
providing high quality, safe and comprehensive cleft care.  
Our efforts in helping these children is a testimony of living in a state of
worries and desperation to a life full  of happiness and dignity.
 
Nothing can beat the happiness of a smile and at ABMSS, our main focus
has been on supporting underprivileged children across the country
with safe, accessible and well-timed surgery for cleft malformations
and other congenital facial deformities. 
 
Dignity is an important aspect of human life and it allows a person to live
his/her life to the fullest. With a life transforming cleft surgery, our help
is not only limited in giving back the children their normal look but also a
dignified life for whom its a dream that came true.
 
Apart from the surgeries, we also organise extensive cleft awareness
drives schools, child care institutions and through mass media in rural
areas and time after time, we have witnessed the increased awareness
on clefts among people and we believe that people's perception has
been changing due to this effort. 
We believe that cleft is merely a treatable health condition and a simple
surgery of 45 minutes can totally change the life a cleft child. 
 
This year, we were able to finance 2660 free surgeries across 29
locations in India and 25% of these children received comprehensive
care. However, 35 000 children born with cleft lip and palate in our
country every year and there are cleft children who have still not
received the required surgeries.  
As we look back on the last financial year,  we have achieved this much
and but the journey has just begun. We have to go a long way to see that
every child born with a cleft receives a safe and well-timed surgery and
integrated well into the society. 
 
The generosity and compassion of our donors have always with us and
this helps us to make our work possible. I would like to thank all
supporters being generous to our cause. I would also like to thank our
principal supporter, Deutsche Cleft Kinderhilfe e.V. for their continuous
support for cleft children over the past years.
Join us in bringing about as many smiles in the coming year too.
 
Yours truly,
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Dushyant Prasad
General Secretary
 

Dear Supporters,

MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY
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AT ABMSS, WE
BELIEVE THAT
EVERY CHILD BORN
WITH A CLEFT HAS
ACCESS TO SAFE
AND WELL TIMED
SURGERY
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To provide children born with deformities the
access to safe, well timed and quality surgery.

Our MissionOur Vision

Every child born with a deformity has the right to a
dignified life and should be given a second chance at life

Susanne Herden, Advisory board, 2015-18

Anis Fathima

International Partners & Supporters

Deutsche Cleft Kinderhilfe e.V, Germany
Schweizer Hilfe für Spaltkinder, Switzerland
Transforming Faces, Canada
Reconstruct Together, USA



SHIMMERING SMILES - OUR WORK

History of Continuous Growth

Surgeries supported
for underprivileged children

9219
life transforming surgeries

Orthodontic treatments
provided with orthrodontic treatment

391
cleft patients

Search & Awareness
camps conducted across 16 states to 

2104
cleft awareness camps

Special support for
cleft children & their
families

Advanced surgeries (apart from cleft surgeries),
school supplies, clothes, milk powder & vitamin
supplements & toys for very low income families

educate economically backward communities

5  | ABMSS Annual report FY2018-19



OVER PAST FOUR YEARS (2015 - 2019)

Speech & functional
therapy conducted for cleft children

3888
speech therapy sessions

Nutrition
provided nutrition supplements

6500
families

Fellowship & 
training

17
 Young surgeons provided training & observership 

to learn the nuances of cleft care management

Medical equipment
grants

INR 85,00,000
worth medical equipments
provided to the cleft centres to aid in the diagnosis, monitoring and
treatment of medical conditions
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31 centres 14 states



PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS (2018-19)

In 2018-19

2660 kids received a life transforming
surgery through ABMSS 

Free surgeries

Everything we do at ABMSS is focused on completing the circle of cleft care. 
The main activities of ABMSS are mentioned below:

Organizing free cleft lip and
palate and congenital facial
malformation surgeries for
underprivileged children.

Realizing ancillary care like all types of cleft related surgeries: Lip, palate, Alveloar bone, Nose reshaping & other
advanced procedures, speech therapy, dental and orthodontic treatment, myo-functional therapy, ENT treatment &

NAM for children afflicted by cleft deformity. 

Cleft awareness camps conducted across
16 states to sanitise economically

backward communities

Cleft families provided nutrition
supplements

Young surgeons gets training &
observership to learn the nuances
of cleft care management

After talking to thousands of parents of the children we have treated over the years, we were shocked to see
how little they knew about the treatment their child should receive in order to lead a happy youth and social

life. So, we developed a Cleft Passport, a handy booklet that has every bit of information about the progress of
the child in terms of cleft treatment

We are delighted to partner with 'Cuddles for
Cleft' to give our toddlers a teddy bear with the

stitches that resemble the repaired lip of a
cleft child. This way children identify with the

toy.

Ancillary care

Awareness & EducationNutrition & Vitamin Support

Cuddles for cleft

Fellowship & Training

Cleft Passport
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The usual joy and celebrations associated with the birth of a newborn was not there when Arpitha gave
birth to a cleft  baby.  Everybody around them at the time of the child's birth came with myths and
unwanted advice. Naveen, the child's father was too worried about his daughter and would often ask his
wife, did we do any mistake?  

"In our family, nobody was ever born with a cleft or even seen it elsewhere, so it
was a shocking news for us. Adding to our worries and sufferings, the social
pressure was also unbearable," said Naveen.

Naveen lives in Hosahalli with his family, a small village under K R Nagar taluk
of Mysore district. He is a marginal farmer and his earning was barely enough
to make a normal living. He knew that even if treatment may be available, he
cannot afford the cost of that treatment.
However, Naveen and Arpitha did not lose hope and were always searching for
help. After two months of struggle and desperation in life, their hope bloomed
when they met our social worker. He informed Naveen that their child's cleft
can be treated. Moreover, he also told him that his daughter could lead a totally
normal life, as cleft is a defect, not a disease.

As soon as the child turned four-months old, Naveen and Arpitha
brought her to St. Joseph's Hospital, our cleft centre in Mysore.
Dr Manu Prasad, who runs our cleft centre, informed the parents
that the child will look normal after the surgery. 
Their daughter was operated in the month of November 2018 and
the result was remarkable, they could not believe their eyes!
When our social worker asked Arpitha about how she felt, she
said " today will be a memorable day for us. It would not have
been possible without the help of the hospital and those who
funded our child's surgery.

We hope that our daughter becomes a doctor in future and serves
the poor so that money does not become a barrier to receive
quality health services'" she concluded.

"In our family, nobody was ever born
with a cleft or even seen it

elsewhere, so it was a shocking news
for us. Adding to our worries and

sufferings, the social pressure was
also unbearable." 

Naveen

STORY

Naveen and Arpitha look forward to their daughter's new life



A child born with a cleft faces many hurdles and needs love and support and best of the treatment. Some clefts need
little repair while other types of clefts will need many surgeries and therapies. A variation of all or some of these clefts
can happen and makes each child born with a cleft unique. To give them the smile they deserve we support all
dimensions of comprehensive cleft care to be defined as follows:

Principle 2: Quality medical treatment

OUR APPROACH TO COMPREHENSIVE CLEFT CARE

Principle 1: Comprehensive Child centered cleft care

All types of cleft related
surgeries: Lip, palate,

Alveloar bone, Nose
reshaping & other

advanced procedures

Free Stay,
transportation to

and from and food
at the hospital

Ear, Nose and
Throat (ENT)

Speech and
functional therapy

Counselling and
feeding

instructions

NAM, Dental &
Orthodontic

treatment

Distribution of
vitamins and

nutrition
supplements

It is our aim to provide excellent cleft care to the less privileged sections of society. Six arms of our high quality medical
treatment are: Safety, Effectiveness, Patient centeredness, Timeliness, Efficiency and Equitability.
We are very happy that our surgeons are highly experienced experts, most of whom having performed more than 1000
cleft surgeries. In order to keep and further enhance a high level in quality, we train junior surgeons through fellowships
and support state-of-the-art medical equipment.

Principle 3: Permanent centres approach 

Principle 4: Cost effectiveness 

The objective of establishing permanent centres is to create sustainable local structures in close cooperation with
surgeons and medical personnel. With its core experts, highly specialised surgeons, technicians, advanced equipment
and resources, it drives high medical care for our little patients through their journey that lasts many years.

Treatment of cleft lip and cleft palate consists of multiple surgical procedures and comprehensive cleft care therapy
that begins at infancy and continues through adolescence. We work with highly motivated and experienced partners to
deliver the best treatment at a very effective price.

Hospital

Rs 19,500

Scouting for patients
 and related tasks Anaestheologist

Post treatment
care

Surgeon

Medicines &
consumables
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WHERE WE WORK
While quality and comprehensive care are central aspects of our work, we also believe that expanding
our footprint is always aimed at reaching out to more people and serve as many children as we can. Our
high quality and comprehensive cleft care, expansion of cleft centres and focus on underprivileged
community has what made us one of the major cleft charities in India over the years. 
 
In 2018-19, we started our cooperation with six more hospitals in  Aurangabad, Hyderabad, Mangalore,
Tirupati, Vadodara and Varanasi, to expand our reach and with this we are currently working with 31
partner hospitals  across 14 states and constantly striving to add many more in the coming years.
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Our new cleft centres

Dahipale Hospital, 
Aurangabad

Ramdev Rao 
Hospital, Hyderabad

Yenepoya Hospital, 
Mangalore

Sankalpa 
Super-speciality
Hospital, Tirupati

Peace Point
Hospital, Varanasi

Dhiraj General
Hospital, Vadodara



illSk
Dr
Workshop for partner surgeons supported by Deutsche Cleft Kinderhilfe, Germany
Annual workshop for our medical team is intended to have a common platform for surgeons, anesthetists and other
medical professionals where exchange of ideas and mutual learning takes place. It is also vital for them to interact and
learn with the fellow surgeons and medical experts in order to improve their skills on surgical aspects and be updated to
the modern technologies that are linked to cleft treatment.  This year, His Excellency Mr. Jorn Rohde, the Ambassador
of Federal Republic of Germany, SL, graced the event and fuelled spirit of the surgeons to be committed to the cause of
cleft care. We also had Prof. Dr Yong Bae Kim from South Korea and Prof. Dr .Ben JP Lai from Taiwan   who delivered
lectures on Overlapping IVVP & Pharyngoplasty, Primary Cheiloplasty, Congenital Nasal Dysgenesis, Alveolar Bone
Grafting and Cleft Rhinoplasty. 
 

Naso Alveolar Moulding (NAM) workshop supported by Transforming Faces, Canada
On 25th November, a workshop on  Naso-Alveolar Moulding (NAM) was  organised for our orthodontists and  cleft
surgeons in Bangalore  where  renowned orthodontist Dr Akshai Shetty took sessions on bio-mechanics of Alveolar
and nasal  moulding,non-surgical columella  elongation and clinical observation  of patients under treatment
with NAM appliance therapy.
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His Excellency Mr. Jorn Rohde, the Ambassador 
of Federal Republic of Germany
 

Dr Dushyant Prasad, presenting a painting 
to Mr Alexander Gross, Executive Director, 
Deutsche Cleft Kinderhilfe e.V., Germany
 

Some impressions from the Annual Partner Meet 2018



illSk
Dr

Goa cleft mission
From 20th to 23rd March 2019, we conducted a cleft mission in Goa at Manipal Hospital to provide free cleft
surgeries to children born with cleft lip and palate and congenital facial deformities in the state. 
Over 20 cleft patients were screened out of which 10 patients were provided with cleft surgeries during the
mission.The mission was well supported by the staff and medical team of Manipal hospital.
The mission was sponsored by our CSR donor Persistent Foundation.

A capacity building workshop on comprehensive cleft care was conducted in Puspanjali Hospital, Agra on
25th to 28th  October, 2018. Mr. Hugh Brewster and Ms. Courtney Mollenhauer  from Transforming
Faces,  Canada conducted the workshop and delivered talks on various aspects of CCC  and circle of cleft
care for our project team members. The workshop was sponsored by Transforming Faces, Canada.

Capacity Building workshop on Comprehensive Cleft Care (CCC)
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Awareness workshop with Anganwadi workers
ABMSS organised a cleft orientation workshop for Anganwadi workers at Pernem, Goa in collaboration with
Dept. of Women and Child Development, Government of Goa. More than 100 Anganwadi Workers from North
Goa attended the workshop and learned basics of cleft and informed about how they can help us identifying
cleft children. As a front-line health worker in village level, they were also informed about their role in helping
our organization in identifying and referring cleft patients from their respective localities. The workshop was
supported by our CSR donor  Persistent Foundation.



In the operating theatre errors are frequent and often consequential. Enhancing operating theatre efficiency
ensures patient safety and boosts the confidence of surgeons and the supporting staff. At ABMSS, we thrive
to provide quality treatment to our toddlers affected by a cleft and hence, provides additional support to the
cleft centres to enhance the safety inside the Operation Theatre (O.T.).

 Safe
  in the O T

Jai Devi Hospital and Research Centre - Agra, Uttar Pradesh
Durga Hospital - Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh
 St Joseph's Hospital - Mysore
Durga Hospital - Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh
AVR Dentofacial Hospital - Hyderabad, Telengana
Shree Jain Hospital and Research Centre- Kolkata, West Bengal
 SSB Hospital - Bhubaneshwar, Odisha
Father Muller Medical College - Mangalore, Karnataka
St Joseph's Hospital - Mysore
Coorg Institute of Dental Sciences - Coorg, Karnataka
AVR Dentofacial Hospital - Hyderabad, Telangana
Rangadore Memorial Hospital - Bangalore, Karnataka
 
Jai Devi Hospital and Research Centre - Agra, U.P.
Rangadore Memorial Hospital - Bangalore, Karnataka 
SSB Hospital - Bhubaneshwar, Odisha
St Joseph's Hospital - Mysore
Coorg Institute of Dental Sciences - Coorg, Karnataka
AVR Dentofacial Hospital - Hyderabad, Telangana
Navneet Hitech Hospital - Mumbai, Maharashtra
Shree Jain Hospital and Research Centre- Kolkata, West Bengal
Durga Hospital - Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh
Rajeswar Hospital - Patna, Bihar
 

Equipment Grants to the cleft centres (2015 - 2019)

Types of equipment Grantee cleft centre/s

SSB Hospital - Bhubaneshwar, Odisha, 
Jeewan Memorial Hospital - Raipur, Chhattisgarh
AVR Dentofacial Hospital - Hyderabad, Telengana
Navneet Hitech Hospital - Mumbai, Maharashtra
St Joseph's Hospital - Mysore
Durga Hospital - Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh
Rangadore Memorial Hospital - Bangalore, Karnataka
 

DSLR Camera

Operation theatre (OT) light St Joseph's Hospital - Mysore
 
PAN India - 24 centres
 

Karl Storz Instruments

Jai Devi Hospital and Research Centre - Agra, Uttar Pradesh
Coorg Institute of Dental Sciences - Coorg, Karnataka
AVR Dentofacial Hospital - Hyderabad, Telangana
St Joseph's Hospital - Mysore
Shree Jain Hospital and Research Centre- Kolkata, West Bengal
Rajeswar Hospital, Patna, Bihar

Anaesthesia workstation

Intubation fiberoscope

Speech and Functional therapy unit

CLP Surgical instruments
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Pulseoximeter
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GLIMPSES OF THE YEAR

Search and awareness camps
In the year 2018-19, we have organised more than 600 cleft awareness camps and extensive patient search initiatives
across 29 locations in 14 states. As you may know that Search and Awareness camps serve two main purposes. First
of all, our social workers travel to the remotest parts of the country to identify cleft patients where many people are
reportedly unaware about the cleft and its possibility of treatment.  Without the patient search initiative, many people
with a cleft might have lived their lives without treating their cleft as there is a huge communication gap between the
needy and those who provide the services. Secondly, through our awareness work, many people are taught that cleft
is treatable and the person will be normal after the surgery. This part is always kept clouded with the prevalent myths
and as a fall out, many cleft patients cannot have a chance to treat their clefts. Here are some impressions from our
search and awareness camps:  

Ladies Circle India, JaipurCSR Summit, New Delhi

Dr Dushyant Prasad, General Secretary of
ABMSS with Sri Ashwini Kumar Choubey,
Hon'ble Union Health Minister at India CSR
Summit 2018 held in New Delhi.

Fundraising event

On 2nd April, 2018, a
fundraising event was
organised in Bangalore
where paintings of Geramin
Labrie, an US based painter 
and author of the famous
book "Sutras of Indian
Cooking"  donated all
amount collected from the
painting sold at the event, 
 to ABMSS.

Art event
Using the fuel a dream campaign platform, we had
a school level fundraising campaign where 
students   of Delhi Public School and Vibgyor
school raised funds for surgeries of cleft children.

School Fundraising campaign
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EVENTS
CLEFT FREE TALUK DRIVE
Under the partnership of our CSR donor Collins
Aerospace, a cleft free taluk  drive has been
launched at Hasan  district of Karnataka.  This
drive aims   to ensure that no cleft child is left
untreated and to create an enabling 
environment for those children  for whom their
facial deformity pose many challenges to lead a
dignified life.

VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT EVENT

In April 2018, Volunteers from Iron Mountain visited
Mysore cleft centre and spent some quality time
with the already operated cleft patients and their
family members. These volunteers not only spent
time with the children but also shared good hearts
with them. 

Like past years, Team ABMSS took part in the TCS 10K Marathan
2018 , not just to be a part of the running folks but to raise funds
for our efforts to provide required cleft treatment for needy and
poor children. 

TCS 10 K MARATHAN 2018

AVR Dento-facial hospital, our partner hospital in
Hyderabad hosted a Christmas celebration event
for already treated cleft children where these tiny
tots explored their  creativity and specialities by
taking part in painting of their wish. It was
overwhelming to see to these kids leading a
normal life  and enjoyoing their childhood to the
fullest.

INAUGURATION OF COMPREHENSIVE
CLEFT CARE CENTRE IN HYDERABAD

A full fledged Comprehensive Cleft Care (CCC) centre was
inaugurated at AVR Dental Hospital, Hyderabad on 3rd
September  2018 with the august presence of Mr T Harish Rao,
Hon'ble  Minister of Irrigation, Govt. of Telengana, Mr
Pravakar,  Hon'ble MLA, Uppal,Mr Errabali Dayakar Rao,  Hon'ble
MLA, Pallakurthi, Ms. Sonali Deshpande, Chairperson of Persistent
Foundation, Dr Dushyant Prasad, General Secretary of ABMSS, Dr
A Vijay Kumar and many other dignitaries.



ABMSS IN THE MEDIA
Creating a buzz!
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PARTNERING FOR IMPACT
Principal Supporter

Deutsche Cleft Kinderhilfe e.V. (DCKH) has been supporting ABMSS through grants to
support its cleft projects in India since past 5 years. 

Cycle Pure Agarbathies

Karl Storz AG

JD Institute of Fashion Technology Samudra Software

Cuddles for Cleft

Citerra Finance

Mysuru Warriors

CSR Partners

Institutional Donors

Other Supporters

Smt. Sundri Dadlani State Ministry of Baden - Wuttemberg

Ladies Circle India

Heartfelt Gratitude

Our sincere appreciation and many thanks to all the individual donors, supporters,
partners and volunteers who supported our work in the year  2018-19.

Sindhi Forum of Coimbatore

Schweizer Hilfe für Spaltkinder
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90%
spent on programs

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

7,48,01,737
donations received

At ABMSS, we make sure that every single donation we receive is utilised to its optimum. 
Your generosity makes our work possible. It means the world to us.

*For our complete audited financial statements, please write to us at info@abmss.in 
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Expenses
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Indiqube Penta 
51, Richmond Road, Bengaluru - 560 025 
info@abmss.in 
+91 80 48148651
www.abmss.in

Donations Account:
Bank: YES Bank Ltd 
A/C No.: 065994600000616 
IFSC: YESB0000659
(Donations exempt u/s 80G)

Akila Bharatha Mahila Seva Samaja (ABMSS) ©


